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W e l c o m e
Please join us for the American Judges Association’s 2017 Annual Conference, September 10-15, 
at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. The theme for this year’s conference will 
be “Improving Access to Justice.” I always look forward to AJA conferences and the opportunity 
to attend fascinating educational sessions on a variety of topics of significant interest to trial and 
appellate judges of every experience. This conference should be especially interesting as judges 
from the United States and Canada explore the many aspects of ensuring access to justice. Just as 
important, this conference provides an exciting atmosphere to gather with old friends and meet 
new ones. AJA has a well-earned reputation for creating invaluable networking opportunities 
to spend quality time with colleagues from across the United States and Canada. Do not miss 
this chance to reinvigorate our shared passion to be better judges. This year the AJA is excited to invite partners of 
members to attend several special sessions. Learn about judicial life after the bench, engage in a book discussion about 
native American justice, and find out what can be done to meet and address the challenges of judicial family life in your 
state. Please check the schedule for specific times and locations. No fee is required. Please take a few minutes to read this 
brochure, and then register as soon as possible for this great conference.

Russell Otter, President 57e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e
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s u n d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  10
REGISTRATION 
9:00am – 5:00pm

BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING
10:00am – Noon

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING
10:00am – 1:00pm

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
2:00pm – 5:00pm

NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION
5:30pm – 6:00pm

WELCOME RECEPTION
6:00pm – 7:30pm
Business attire

m o n d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  11
REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

AJF OFFICERS & TRUSTEES MEETING
7:00am – 8:00am

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
7:00am – 8:00am

EXHIBIT AREA OPEN
7:30am – 5:00pm

OPENING CEREMONIES
8:00am – 8:30am 
Russell Otter, President, American Judges Association
Maureen O’Conner, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio

EDUCATIONAL PLENARY SESSION 
8:30am – 10:00am
TOPIC: Constitutional Law Update
SPEAKER: Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding Dean and Distinguished Professor of  
Law, University of California, Irvine School of Law 
Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin Chemerinsky returns for his insightful 
review of the previous term’s work and its impact on state court judicial practice.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
10:20am – 11:45am
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: Courts and Technology: New Ways to Connect to Old Problems
SPEAKERS: Judge Veronica Alicea-Galvan, King County Superior Court,  
Washington; Justice Robert Torres, Supreme Court of Guam; Judge Gary Byers, 
Maumee Municipal Court, Ohio; Robert Bourque, Justice, Ontario Court of Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes said: “Wisdom is the abstract of the past, but beauty 
is the promise of the future.” This session will examine the advantages and 
challenges we face in a period of unprecedented technological change that is 
radically impacting how courts conduct business and dispense justice. We will 
explore mobile applications that assist court users, challenges involving digital 
evidence, brain scanning, predictive algorithms, and what judges need to survive 
the technological tsunami.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Help! I Need Somebody! Help!: How Self-Help Centers Can Improve 
Litigation in Your Court 
SPEAKERS: Kevin Bowling, Court Administrator, Circuit Court of Ottawa County, 
Michigan; Judge Lisa Woodruff-Wright, Family Court of East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Louisiana; Judge Francine Goldberg, Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court, 
Ohio; Magistrate Eugene Edwards, Franklin County Municipal Court, Ohio 
With the dwindling of resources to provide free or low-cost legal aid in many 
states, there are increases in the number of self-represented litigants in courts. 
Many states are seeking creative ways to meet the needs of courts and self-
represented litigants. In this session, presenters will explain how self-help 
centers serve as a resource for self-represented litigants in the filing of legal 
pleadings, pre-court preparation, and presentation of their cases in both civil 
and criminal courts. Presenters will also discuss how self-help centers provide 
legal information without giving legal advice or representation.

AJA/AJF AWARDS LUNCHEON
Noon – 1:30pm 
SPEAKER: Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH)

JUDICIAL FAMILY NETWORK PRESENTATION
1:30pm – 2:30pm
TOPIC: Building a Judicial Family Network in Your State
When a judge is appointed or elected, he or she is not the only person affected 
by the professional change. The transition to public life can cause changes for 
the entire family, as it adjusts to living in the public eye. The Ohio Judicial Family 
Network (JFN) offers educational programs and print and online resources to 
spouses, partners, and families of judges. Learn the principles behind their 
network and discover how you might benefit from and help initiate similar 
support in your state.
All judicial family members are welcome to attend.

PLENARY SESSION
1:30pm – 2:55pm
TOPIC: Unfair Fines, Fees, Costs, and Bail
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
PRESENTERS: Maureen O’Connor, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio; Yvette 
McGee Brown, Justice (ret.), Supreme Court of Ohio; Laurie Dudgeon, Kentucky State 
Court Administrator; Judge Kevin Burke, Hennepin County District Court, Minnesota
The lives of many poor, nonviolent offenders have been upended and their 
futures jeopardized by arbitrarily imposed and unaffordable court fines, fees, 
costs, and bail. What can or should the courts do to address the problem of 
excessive fines, fees, costs, and bail?

EDUCATIONAL PLENARY SESSION
3:15pm – 4:40pm
TOPIC: Law and Literature
SPEAKER/AUTHOR: Joe Starita
BOOK: “I Am a Man”: Chief Standing Bear’s Journey for Justice
In 1877 Chief Standing Bear’s Ponca Indian tribe was forcibly removed from its 
Nebraska homeland and marched to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), in what 
became the tribe’s own Trail of Tears. “I Am a Man” chronicles what happened 
when Standing Bear set off on a 600-mile walk to return the body of his only 
son to the Ponca’s traditional burial ground. Along the way, it examines the 
complex relationship between the U.S. government and the small, peaceful  
tribe and the legal consequences of land swaps and broken treaties, while 
never losing sight of the Ponca’s heartbreaking journey. 
All judicial family members are invited to attend AJA’s Inaugural Law 
and Literature session.

t u e s d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  12
REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(see schedule in your packet and attend any in which you are interested)
7:00am – 8:00am

PLENARY SESSION
8:30am – 9:45am
TOPIC: Judicial Independence
SPEAKER: Wayne McCormack, E.W. Thode Professor of Law, The University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City 
The rule of law is critical to global security. By providing predictability and 
uniform treatment of persons, it can create stable social conditions conducive 
to a peaceful, healthy society. But the rule of law and judicial independence 
are under attack from several related movements around the world today, such 
as anti-government sentiments. It is said that judges are not political, but they 
clearly are political in promoting good governance. A judge has many policy 
choices to make during the day, and it is crucial that this political role is played 
with assurance of security.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
10:00am – 11:15am
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: The Most Vulnerable Among Us: Guardianship and Elder Law Update 
SPEAKERS: Judge John Conery, 3rd Circuit Court of Appeal, Louisiana;  
Judge Patricia Banks (ret., Illinois); Graham Webb, Esq., E.D., Advocacy Centre for  
the Elderly, Toronto
Elder issues and adult-guardianship/reform efforts are taking center stage 
as federal and state governments grapple with the aging boom. This session 
offers an overview of the National Center for State Courts’ Center for Elders and 
the Courts; a discussion of preliminary findings from a study on conservator 
exploitation; a presentation on how technology and analytics can identify cases 
in which a conservator may be exploiting the protected person; a review of 

Canadian law pertaining to elder abuse; and a presentation on the collaborative 
work being carried out by state WINGS (Working Interdisciplinary Networks of 
Guardianship Stakeholders).
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Dealing with Bias from the Box: Battling the “CSI” and “Law and Order” 
Effect on Modern-Day Juries 
SPEAKERS: Judge Kevin Burke, Hennepin County District Court, Minnesota;  
Judge Cassandra Collier-Williams, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
Jurors bring their unconscious biases and often unrealistic expectations to the 
courthouse when they report for jury duty. How should courts address juror 
implicit bias and the “CSI Effect” to ensure that the trial is fair?

EDUCATION CHOICE SESSIONS
11:30am – 12:45pm
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: After the Bullets & the Verdict: Wrongful Death Lawsuits in Police-Shooting Cases 
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Judge Laura Gallagher, Cuyahoga County Probate Court, Ohio; 
Benjamin Crump, Esq.; Thomas E. Shaughnessy, Esq.
This panel discussion will address the steps to be taken after a wrongful-death 
case has been decided or settled in court. Some states require that the probate 
court determine the distribution amounts to the decedent's beneficiaries, which 
raises issues of identifying the beneficiaries and their degree of relationship 
to the decedent, and in the case of a deceased child, whether either parent has 
“abandoned” that child and is precluded from receiving a distribution. The panel 
will discuss several recent high-profile cases and the issues that were raised 
while determining distribution of the verdict or settlement.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Procedural Fairness and Pretrial Justice for Juveniles and Adults 
MODERATOR: Cherise Fanno Burdeen, Chief Executive Officer, Pretrial Justice 
Institute, Rockville, Maryland
SPEAKERS: Judge Alison Nelson Floyd, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, 
Juvenile Division, Ohio; Judge Gene Zmuda, Lucas County Common Pleas Court, Ohio; 
Judge Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court of Manitoba; Kendra Kec, Assistant Court 
Administrator, Lucas County Court, Ohio 
Pretrial decisions in criminal and juvenile justice processes have substantial 
implications for defendants, victims, justice system actors, and taxpayers. The 
absence of legal and evidence-based practices in the U.S. raises constitutional 
and practical concerns. Fortunately, jurisdictions can develop options for limiting 
the risks posed by defendants in the community and jailing those who pose 
the greatest threat. The panel will present the research, law, best practices, and 
benefits of pretrial justice reform efforts and discuss the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

AJF FUNDRAISER RECEPTION
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Great Hall of the historic Cuyahoga County Courthouse —  light hors d’oeuvres
Casual attire

W e d n e s d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  13
REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(see schedule in your packet and attend any in which you are interested)
7:00am – 8:00am

PLENARY SESSION
8:30am – 9:45am
TOPIC: Judges as Champions of the Constitutional Right to Counsel 
MODERATOR: Zoë Root, Esq., Senior Policy Counsel, Justice Programs Office,  
School of Public Affairs, American University
SPEAKERS: Brian MacKenzie, Judge (ret.), 52nd District Court, Michigan; Betty 
Thomas Moore, Judge, General Sessions Civil Court, Div. 5, Memphis, Tennessee; 
Gayle Williams-Byers, Judge, South Euclid Municipal Court, Ohio
Under the Sixth Amendment, the accused in any criminal prosecution has the 
right to counsel. In 1963 the U.S. Supreme Court held in Gideon v. Wainwright 
that the accused has a right to counsel even if he or she cannot afford counsel. 
Yet there is a divide between the spirit of the Sixth Amendment and Gideon 
ruling and the reality of legal representation for the nation’s indigent accused. 
This session will focus on the role judges can play in ensuring the right to 
counsel and discuss how judges can act as champions of the right to counsel 
and inspire other judges to do the same.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSIONS
10:00am – 11:15am 
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: Courts as Problem Solvers: Veterans, Mental Health, Drugs, Domestic 
Violence, and Human-Trafficking Courts 
MODERATOR: Judge Anita Laster Mays, Eighth Appellate District, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Justice Kate Doorly, Ontario Court of Justice; Judge Marilyn B. Cassidy, 
Cleveland Municipal Court, Ohio; Judge Deena Calabrese, Cuyahoga County Common 
Pleas Court, Ohio; Judge Lisa Coates, Stow Municipal Court, Ohio; Judge Michael 
Jackson, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
Traditional approaches to criminogenic behavior have in some respects resulted 
in higher community costs, over-incarceration, and higher recidivism. This can 
be attributed to minimal focus on “root cause issues.” Problem-solving courts 
have helped to stem the tide of these outcomes by focusing on direct judicial 
participation, proper assessments, resource allocation, and requirements for 
prolonged medication compliance and sobriety. In this session, the panel will 
discuss medically assisted versus traditional treatment options available today 
for problem-solving courts.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Begin the Conversation 
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Mr. Al “Deacon” Jones, President, Lake County Branch NAACP; Pastor 
Mike Nwankwo, Calvary CME Church; Senior Pastor Roderick Coffee I, Union 
Community Church; Chief Anthony W. Powalie, Painesville Police Department, Ohio; 
Chief Kevin Knight, Mentor, Ohio Police Department; Judge John P. O’Donnell, Lake 
County Common Pleas Court, Ohio; Prosecutor Charles E. Coulson, Lake County 
Prosecuting Attorney, Ohio
In response to the tension and turmoil, disturbance and disorder experienced 
in various parts of the country, including Cleveland, as a result of conflicts in 
race relations and the administration of justice, “Begin the Conversation” is a 
proactive, innovative, open community forum and dialogue on race relations and 
justice designed to lead to a fruitful relationship based on trust between justice 
system partners and the community. This program started in Lake County in 
2015 and can serve as a model for other communities.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
11:30am – 12:45pm
CHOICE SESSION A 
TOPIC: Media and Courts — Handling High-Profile Cases — Managing the Message 
from the Courtroom
MODERATOR: Prof. Tom Hodson, Judge (ret., Ohio) and General Manager, WOUB 
Center for Public Media at Ohio University
SPEAKERS: Andrew Alexander, E.W. Scripps School of Journalism Visiting 
Professional; Judge Pinkey S. Carr, Cleveland Municipal Court, Ohio; Ryan Miday, 
Director of Communications and Public Policy, Office of the Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor, Ohio
This panel will address how to handle media from a court’s perspective during a 
high-visibility trial in the age of social media and high-tech communication. The 
panel will address common problems from past high-visibility cases, suggest 
some new ways of coping with media, and address how courts can use social 
media to their own advantage during a high-visibility case.
CHOICE SESSION B 
TOPIC: Living Outside the Robe: How to Manage Life Beyond the Bench
SPEAKERS: Beverly E. Jones, Esq.; Judge Peggy Hora (ret., California) 
All judicial family members are invited to attend.

t h u r s d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  14
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
8:00am – 10:00am

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
10:00am – Noon

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION/AJF SILENT AUCTION
6:15pm – 7:00pm 

GALA BANQUET
7:00pm – 10:00pm 
Business attire • Music provided by The No Name Band

F r i d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  1 5
AJA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
8:00am – 10:00am 

 After hosting the Republican National Convention and 
winning the NBA and MLB American League championships, 
all in 2016, the exciting city of Cleveland welcomes the 
American Judges Association. Come and experience all the 
sights and sounds of this great city, as well as the education 
and collegiality of an AJA conference.
 You will meet colleagues from across the United States 
and Canada, share ideas with them, and attend interesting and 
informative educational sessions. The Education Committee 
has planned a fantastic program, including sessions on how 
language access in the courts can improve due process, implicit 
bias from the jury box, and wrongful-death lawsuits in police-
shooting cases. Attendees also will enjoy the ever-popular 
review of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2015–2016 term by 
Professor Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this 
brochure provides more details on the education program. You’ll 
see that AJA is offering over 13 hours of education, all designed 
to further our goal of “Making Better Judges.®”
 The scheduled social events will be outstanding also, 
including a welcome reception on Sunday evening and 
concluding with a fabulous reception and banquet on Thursday. 
 The first 100 paid registrants for the conference will 
receive a free 7", 8-gig Amazon Fire Tablet with Alexa. You 
must pay your fee by credit card or submit your form with a 
check to qualify for the tablet. If you cancel your attendance, 
the tablet will be given to the next person on the waiting list.

r e g i s t r A t i o n

 The conference registration fee is $525 US; however, 
those judges who postmark their registrations (accompanied 
by payment) no later than July 1, 2017 will pay only $495 
US. The fee for guests and spouses is $200 US, with an “early 
bird special” of $175 US for registrations postmarked by July 
1. The judge registration fee includes the welcome reception, 
Monday lunch, coffee breaks, the reception and banquet, and 
all conference materials. The spouse registration fee includes 
the welcome reception, Monday lunch, and the final reception 
and banquet. Cancellations must be submitted in writing; all 
cancellations will incur a $50 US processing fee ($25 US for 
guest/spouse fees). Children may attend by paying for the 
individual functions in which they participate — a breakdown 
of costs will be available later.

V e n d o r s

 A variety of companies will be invited to display their 
products and services in a general vendor area that will be open 
during the major days of the conference. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to see the latest technology and ideas available to 
assist judges and their courts.

h o t e l  A c c o m m o d A t i o n s

 The Renaissance Cleveland Hotel is in downtown 
Cleveland. Complete information is available on the hotel 
website — just search for Renaissance Cleveland Hotel or 
call (216) 696-5600. The hotel features luxurious rooms, a 

swimming pool in their fifth-floor atrium, fitness center, a full-
service restaurant, and lobby bar. It is connected to Tower City’s 
exclusive boutiques and restaurants and is within walking 
distance of Progressive Field and the Rock and Roll Hall  
of Fame. 
 Special room rates have been arranged for AJA. Rates are 
$159 US single/double plus tax. Reservations must be received 
by August 15, 2017. Please contact the hotel at 800-Hotels-1 to 
make reservations. You must request the group rate and identify 
that you are with AJA. You also may make reservations online 
by going to the AJA Website under “Conferences.” Please  
be sure to make your reservations as soon as possible —  
it is easier to cancel a reservation than it is to get a room  
when nothing is available. 

t r A n s p o r t A t i o n

 Cleveland is easily accessible from most major North 
American cities by most airlines. Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport is about 13 miles from the Renaissance. 
You can jump in a taxi for about $33 US, or take the Regional 
Transit Authority for only $2.50 US. Should you decide to rent 
a car, please note that AJA has secured a reduced self-parking 
rate at the Renaissance of $15 US per day.

A t t i r e

 Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs. 
The welcome reception, president’s reception, and banquet are 
more formal, with business attire appropriate.

W e A t h e r

 AJA will be in Cleveland at a great time of year. The 
average high temperature is mid-70s, and the average low 
is in the upper-50s — beautiful late summer weather!

A c t i V i t i e s / A t t r A c t i o n s

 The hotel is located on Public Square, a quick ride on the 
Regional Transit Authority directly from Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport, within walking distance of many 
downtown attractions, including Progressive Field, home of the 
MLB American League Champion Cleveland Indians (who 
will be in town all week); many great restaurants and social 
venues; the JACK Casino; and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
A short distance away you’ll find many great neighborhoods, 
dining districts, and wineries, as well as world-class museums, 
including art, natural history, botanical, auto-aviation, science, 
pro football, Mormon beginnings, and even the house from  
A Christmas Story. For the young or strong of heart, spend the 
weekend before or after the conference at nearby Cedar Point, 
“America’s Roller Coast,” featuring a world-record 71 rides, 
including 16 roller coasters. There is plenty for attendees to 
see and do while in Cleveland — we recommend you visit the 
official Cleveland website, www.thisiscleveland.com, for access 
to restaurants, events, attractions, printable maps, and more.  
As you can see, there will be a lot to do in Cleveland, in 
addition to a fantastic education program, when you come  
to AJA’s 57th Annual Conference. Sign up today!

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s
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SPEAKERS: Kevin Bowling, Court Administrator, Circuit Court of Ottawa County, 
Michigan; Judge Lisa Woodruff-Wright, Family Court of East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Louisiana; Judge Francine Goldberg, Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court, 
Ohio; Magistrate Eugene Edwards, Franklin County Municipal Court, Ohio 
With the dwindling of resources to provide free or low-cost legal aid in many 
states, there are increases in the number of self-represented litigants in courts. 
Many states are seeking creative ways to meet the needs of courts and self-
represented litigants. In this session, presenters will explain how self-help 
centers serve as a resource for self-represented litigants in the filing of legal 
pleadings, pre-court preparation, and presentation of their cases in both civil 
and criminal courts. Presenters will also discuss how self-help centers provide 
legal information without giving legal advice or representation.

AJA/AJF AWARDS LUNCHEON
Noon – 1:30pm 
SPEAKER: Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH)

JUDICIAL FAMILY NETWORK PRESENTATION
1:30pm – 2:30pm
TOPIC: Building a Judicial Family Network in Your State
When a judge is appointed or elected, he or she is not the only person affected 
by the professional change. The transition to public life can cause changes for 
the entire family, as it adjusts to living in the public eye. The Ohio Judicial Family 
Network (JFN) offers educational programs and print and online resources to 
spouses, partners, and families of judges. Learn the principles behind their 
network and discover how you might benefit from and help initiate similar 
support in your state.
All judicial family members are welcome to attend.

PLENARY SESSION
1:30pm – 2:55pm
TOPIC: Unfair Fines, Fees, Costs, and Bail
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
PRESENTERS: Maureen O’Connor, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio; Yvette 
McGee Brown, Justice (ret.), Supreme Court of Ohio; Laurie Dudgeon, Kentucky State 
Court Administrator; Judge Kevin Burke, Hennepin County District Court, Minnesota
The lives of many poor, nonviolent offenders have been upended and their 
futures jeopardized by arbitrarily imposed and unaffordable court fines, fees, 
costs, and bail. What can or should the courts do to address the problem of 
excessive fines, fees, costs, and bail?

EDUCATIONAL PLENARY SESSION
3:15pm – 4:40pm
TOPIC: Law and Literature
SPEAKER/AUTHOR: Joe Starita
BOOK: “I Am a Man”: Chief Standing Bear’s Journey for Justice
In 1877 Chief Standing Bear’s Ponca Indian tribe was forcibly removed from its 
Nebraska homeland and marched to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), in what 
became the tribe’s own Trail of Tears. “I Am a Man” chronicles what happened 
when Standing Bear set off on a 600-mile walk to return the body of his only 
son to the Ponca’s traditional burial ground. Along the way, it examines the 
complex relationship between the U.S. government and the small, peaceful  
tribe and the legal consequences of land swaps and broken treaties, while 
never losing sight of the Ponca’s heartbreaking journey. 
All judicial family members are invited to attend AJA’s Inaugural Law 
and Literature session.
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REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(see schedule in your packet and attend any in which you are interested)
7:00am – 8:00am

PLENARY SESSION
8:30am – 9:45am
TOPIC: Judicial Independence
SPEAKER: Wayne McCormack, E.W. Thode Professor of Law, The University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City 
The rule of law is critical to global security. By providing predictability and 
uniform treatment of persons, it can create stable social conditions conducive 
to a peaceful, healthy society. But the rule of law and judicial independence 
are under attack from several related movements around the world today, such 
as anti-government sentiments. It is said that judges are not political, but they 
clearly are political in promoting good governance. A judge has many policy 
choices to make during the day, and it is crucial that this political role is played 
with assurance of security.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
10:00am – 11:15am
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: The Most Vulnerable Among Us: Guardianship and Elder Law Update 
SPEAKERS: Judge John Conery, 3rd Circuit Court of Appeal, Louisiana;  
Judge Patricia Banks (ret., Illinois); Graham Webb, Esq., E.D., Advocacy Centre for  
the Elderly, Toronto
Elder issues and adult-guardianship/reform efforts are taking center stage 
as federal and state governments grapple with the aging boom. This session 
offers an overview of the National Center for State Courts’ Center for Elders and 
the Courts; a discussion of preliminary findings from a study on conservator 
exploitation; a presentation on how technology and analytics can identify cases 
in which a conservator may be exploiting the protected person; a review of 

Canadian law pertaining to elder abuse; and a presentation on the collaborative 
work being carried out by state WINGS (Working Interdisciplinary Networks of 
Guardianship Stakeholders).
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Dealing with Bias from the Box: Battling the “CSI” and “Law and Order” 
Effect on Modern-Day Juries 
SPEAKERS: Judge Kevin Burke, Hennepin County District Court, Minnesota;  
Judge Cassandra Collier-Williams, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
Jurors bring their unconscious biases and often unrealistic expectations to the 
courthouse when they report for jury duty. How should courts address juror 
implicit bias and the “CSI Effect” to ensure that the trial is fair?

EDUCATION CHOICE SESSIONS
11:30am – 12:45pm
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: After the Bullets & the Verdict: Wrongful Death Lawsuits in Police-Shooting Cases 
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Judge Laura Gallagher, Cuyahoga County Probate Court, Ohio; 
Benjamin Crump, Esq.; Thomas E. Shaughnessy, Esq.
This panel discussion will address the steps to be taken after a wrongful-death 
case has been decided or settled in court. Some states require that the probate 
court determine the distribution amounts to the decedent's beneficiaries, which 
raises issues of identifying the beneficiaries and their degree of relationship 
to the decedent, and in the case of a deceased child, whether either parent has 
“abandoned” that child and is precluded from receiving a distribution. The panel 
will discuss several recent high-profile cases and the issues that were raised 
while determining distribution of the verdict or settlement.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Procedural Fairness and Pretrial Justice for Juveniles and Adults 
MODERATOR: Cherise Fanno Burdeen, Chief Executive Officer, Pretrial Justice 
Institute, Rockville, Maryland
SPEAKERS: Judge Alison Nelson Floyd, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, 
Juvenile Division, Ohio; Judge Gene Zmuda, Lucas County Common Pleas Court, Ohio; 
Judge Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court of Manitoba; Kendra Kec, Assistant Court 
Administrator, Lucas County Court, Ohio 
Pretrial decisions in criminal and juvenile justice processes have substantial 
implications for defendants, victims, justice system actors, and taxpayers. The 
absence of legal and evidence-based practices in the U.S. raises constitutional 
and practical concerns. Fortunately, jurisdictions can develop options for limiting 
the risks posed by defendants in the community and jailing those who pose 
the greatest threat. The panel will present the research, law, best practices, and 
benefits of pretrial justice reform efforts and discuss the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

AJF FUNDRAISER RECEPTION
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Great Hall of the historic Cuyahoga County Courthouse —  light hors d’oeuvres
Casual attire
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REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(see schedule in your packet and attend any in which you are interested)
7:00am – 8:00am

PLENARY SESSION
8:30am – 9:45am
TOPIC: Judges as Champions of the Constitutional Right to Counsel 
MODERATOR: Zoë Root, Esq., Senior Policy Counsel, Justice Programs Office,  
School of Public Affairs, American University
SPEAKERS: Brian MacKenzie, Judge (ret.), 52nd District Court, Michigan; Betty 
Thomas Moore, Judge, General Sessions Civil Court, Div. 5, Memphis, Tennessee; 
Gayle Williams-Byers, Judge, South Euclid Municipal Court, Ohio
Under the Sixth Amendment, the accused in any criminal prosecution has the 
right to counsel. In 1963 the U.S. Supreme Court held in Gideon v. Wainwright 
that the accused has a right to counsel even if he or she cannot afford counsel. 
Yet there is a divide between the spirit of the Sixth Amendment and Gideon 
ruling and the reality of legal representation for the nation’s indigent accused. 
This session will focus on the role judges can play in ensuring the right to 
counsel and discuss how judges can act as champions of the right to counsel 
and inspire other judges to do the same.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSIONS
10:00am – 11:15am 
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: Courts as Problem Solvers: Veterans, Mental Health, Drugs, Domestic 
Violence, and Human-Trafficking Courts 
MODERATOR: Judge Anita Laster Mays, Eighth Appellate District, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Justice Kate Doorly, Ontario Court of Justice; Judge Marilyn B. Cassidy, 
Cleveland Municipal Court, Ohio; Judge Deena Calabrese, Cuyahoga County Common 
Pleas Court, Ohio; Judge Lisa Coates, Stow Municipal Court, Ohio; Judge Michael 
Jackson, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
Traditional approaches to criminogenic behavior have in some respects resulted 
in higher community costs, over-incarceration, and higher recidivism. This can 
be attributed to minimal focus on “root cause issues.” Problem-solving courts 
have helped to stem the tide of these outcomes by focusing on direct judicial 
participation, proper assessments, resource allocation, and requirements for 
prolonged medication compliance and sobriety. In this session, the panel will 
discuss medically assisted versus traditional treatment options available today 
for problem-solving courts.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Begin the Conversation 
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Mr. Al “Deacon” Jones, President, Lake County Branch NAACP; Pastor 
Mike Nwankwo, Calvary CME Church; Senior Pastor Roderick Coffee I, Union 
Community Church; Chief Anthony W. Powalie, Painesville Police Department, Ohio; 
Chief Kevin Knight, Mentor, Ohio Police Department; Judge John P. O’Donnell, Lake 
County Common Pleas Court, Ohio; Prosecutor Charles E. Coulson, Lake County 
Prosecuting Attorney, Ohio
In response to the tension and turmoil, disturbance and disorder experienced 
in various parts of the country, including Cleveland, as a result of conflicts in 
race relations and the administration of justice, “Begin the Conversation” is a 
proactive, innovative, open community forum and dialogue on race relations and 
justice designed to lead to a fruitful relationship based on trust between justice 
system partners and the community. This program started in Lake County in 
2015 and can serve as a model for other communities.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
11:30am – 12:45pm
CHOICE SESSION A 
TOPIC: Media and Courts — Handling High-Profile Cases — Managing the Message 
from the Courtroom
MODERATOR: Prof. Tom Hodson, Judge (ret., Ohio) and General Manager, WOUB 
Center for Public Media at Ohio University
SPEAKERS: Andrew Alexander, E.W. Scripps School of Journalism Visiting 
Professional; Judge Pinkey S. Carr, Cleveland Municipal Court, Ohio; Ryan Miday, 
Director of Communications and Public Policy, Office of the Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor, Ohio
This panel will address how to handle media from a court’s perspective during a 
high-visibility trial in the age of social media and high-tech communication. The 
panel will address common problems from past high-visibility cases, suggest 
some new ways of coping with media, and address how courts can use social 
media to their own advantage during a high-visibility case.
CHOICE SESSION B 
TOPIC: Living Outside the Robe: How to Manage Life Beyond the Bench
SPEAKERS: Beverly E. Jones, Esq.; Judge Peggy Hora (ret., California) 
All judicial family members are invited to attend.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
8:00am – 10:00am

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
10:00am – Noon

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION/AJF SILENT AUCTION
6:15pm – 7:00pm 

GALA BANQUET
7:00pm – 10:00pm 
Business attire • Music provided by The No Name Band

F r i d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  1 5
AJA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
8:00am – 10:00am 

 After hosting the Republican National Convention and 
winning the NBA and MLB American League championships, 
all in 2016, the exciting city of Cleveland welcomes the 
American Judges Association. Come and experience all the 
sights and sounds of this great city, as well as the education 
and collegiality of an AJA conference.
 You will meet colleagues from across the United States 
and Canada, share ideas with them, and attend interesting and 
informative educational sessions. The Education Committee 
has planned a fantastic program, including sessions on how 
language access in the courts can improve due process, implicit 
bias from the jury box, and wrongful-death lawsuits in police-
shooting cases. Attendees also will enjoy the ever-popular 
review of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2015–2016 term by 
Professor Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this 
brochure provides more details on the education program. You’ll 
see that AJA is offering over 13 hours of education, all designed 
to further our goal of “Making Better Judges.®”
 The scheduled social events will be outstanding also, 
including a welcome reception on Sunday evening and 
concluding with a fabulous reception and banquet on Thursday. 
 The first 100 paid registrants for the conference will 
receive a free 7", 8-gig Amazon Fire Tablet with Alexa. You 
must pay your fee by credit card or submit your form with a 
check to qualify for the tablet. If you cancel your attendance, 
the tablet will be given to the next person on the waiting list.

r e g i s t r A t i o n

 The conference registration fee is $525 US; however, 
those judges who postmark their registrations (accompanied 
by payment) no later than July 1, 2017 will pay only $495 
US. The fee for guests and spouses is $200 US, with an “early 
bird special” of $175 US for registrations postmarked by July 
1. The judge registration fee includes the welcome reception, 
Monday lunch, coffee breaks, the reception and banquet, and 
all conference materials. The spouse registration fee includes 
the welcome reception, Monday lunch, and the final reception 
and banquet. Cancellations must be submitted in writing; all 
cancellations will incur a $50 US processing fee ($25 US for 
guest/spouse fees). Children may attend by paying for the 
individual functions in which they participate — a breakdown 
of costs will be available later.

V e n d o r s

 A variety of companies will be invited to display their 
products and services in a general vendor area that will be open 
during the major days of the conference. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to see the latest technology and ideas available to 
assist judges and their courts.

h o t e l  A c c o m m o d A t i o n s

 The Renaissance Cleveland Hotel is in downtown 
Cleveland. Complete information is available on the hotel 
website — just search for Renaissance Cleveland Hotel or 
call (216) 696-5600. The hotel features luxurious rooms, a 

swimming pool in their fifth-floor atrium, fitness center, a full-
service restaurant, and lobby bar. It is connected to Tower City’s 
exclusive boutiques and restaurants and is within walking 
distance of Progressive Field and the Rock and Roll Hall  
of Fame. 
 Special room rates have been arranged for AJA. Rates are 
$159 US single/double plus tax. Reservations must be received 
by August 15, 2017. Please contact the hotel at 800-Hotels-1 to 
make reservations. You must request the group rate and identify 
that you are with AJA. You also may make reservations online 
by going to the AJA Website under “Conferences.” Please  
be sure to make your reservations as soon as possible —  
it is easier to cancel a reservation than it is to get a room  
when nothing is available. 

t r A n s p o r t A t i o n

 Cleveland is easily accessible from most major North 
American cities by most airlines. Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport is about 13 miles from the Renaissance. 
You can jump in a taxi for about $33 US, or take the Regional 
Transit Authority for only $2.50 US. Should you decide to rent 
a car, please note that AJA has secured a reduced self-parking 
rate at the Renaissance of $15 US per day.

A t t i r e

 Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs. 
The welcome reception, president’s reception, and banquet are 
more formal, with business attire appropriate.

W e A t h e r

 AJA will be in Cleveland at a great time of year. The 
average high temperature is mid-70s, and the average low 
is in the upper-50s — beautiful late summer weather!

A c t i V i t i e s / A t t r A c t i o n s

 The hotel is located on Public Square, a quick ride on the 
Regional Transit Authority directly from Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport, within walking distance of many 
downtown attractions, including Progressive Field, home of the 
MLB American League Champion Cleveland Indians (who 
will be in town all week); many great restaurants and social 
venues; the JACK Casino; and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
A short distance away you’ll find many great neighborhoods, 
dining districts, and wineries, as well as world-class museums, 
including art, natural history, botanical, auto-aviation, science, 
pro football, Mormon beginnings, and even the house from  
A Christmas Story. For the young or strong of heart, spend the 
weekend before or after the conference at nearby Cedar Point, 
“America’s Roller Coast,” featuring a world-record 71 rides, 
including 16 roller coasters. There is plenty for attendees to 
see and do while in Cleveland — we recommend you visit the 
official Cleveland website, www.thisiscleveland.com, for access 
to restaurants, events, attractions, printable maps, and more.  
As you can see, there will be a lot to do in Cleveland, in 
addition to a fantastic education program, when you come  
to AJA’s 57th Annual Conference. Sign up today!

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s
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REGISTRATION 
9:00am – 5:00pm

BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING
10:00am – Noon

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING
10:00am – 1:00pm

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
2:00pm – 5:00pm

NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION
5:30pm – 6:00pm

WELCOME RECEPTION
6:00pm – 7:30pm
Business attire
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REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

AJF OFFICERS & TRUSTEES MEETING
7:00am – 8:00am

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
7:00am – 8:00am

EXHIBIT AREA OPEN
7:30am – 5:00pm

OPENING CEREMONIES
8:00am – 8:30am 
Russell Otter, President, American Judges Association
Maureen O’Conner, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio

EDUCATIONAL PLENARY SESSION 
8:30am – 10:00am
TOPIC: Constitutional Law Update
SPEAKER: Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding Dean and Distinguished Professor of  
Law, University of California, Irvine School of Law 
Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin Chemerinsky returns for his insightful 
review of the previous term’s work and its impact on state court judicial practice.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
10:20am – 11:45am
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: Courts and Technology: New Ways to Connect to Old Problems
SPEAKERS: Judge Veronica Alicea-Galvan, King County Superior Court,  
Washington; Justice Robert Torres, Supreme Court of Guam; Judge Gary Byers, 
Maumee Municipal Court, Ohio; Robert Bourque, Justice, Ontario Court of Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes said: “Wisdom is the abstract of the past, but beauty 
is the promise of the future.” This session will examine the advantages and 
challenges we face in a period of unprecedented technological change that is 
radically impacting how courts conduct business and dispense justice. We will 
explore mobile applications that assist court users, challenges involving digital 
evidence, brain scanning, predictive algorithms, and what judges need to survive 
the technological tsunami.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Help! I Need Somebody! Help!: How Self-Help Centers Can Improve 
Litigation in Your Court 
SPEAKERS: Kevin Bowling, Court Administrator, Circuit Court of Ottawa County, 
Michigan; Judge Lisa Woodruff-Wright, Family Court of East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Louisiana; Judge Francine Goldberg, Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court, 
Ohio; Magistrate Eugene Edwards, Franklin County Municipal Court, Ohio 
With the dwindling of resources to provide free or low-cost legal aid in many 
states, there are increases in the number of self-represented litigants in courts. 
Many states are seeking creative ways to meet the needs of courts and self-
represented litigants. In this session, presenters will explain how self-help 
centers serve as a resource for self-represented litigants in the filing of legal 
pleadings, pre-court preparation, and presentation of their cases in both civil 
and criminal courts. Presenters will also discuss how self-help centers provide 
legal information without giving legal advice or representation.

AJA/AJF AWARDS LUNCHEON
Noon – 1:30pm 
SPEAKER: Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH)

JUDICIAL FAMILY NETWORK PRESENTATION
1:30pm – 2:30pm
TOPIC: Building a Judicial Family Network in Your State
When a judge is appointed or elected, he or she is not the only person affected 
by the professional change. The transition to public life can cause changes for 
the entire family, as it adjusts to living in the public eye. The Ohio Judicial Family 
Network (JFN) offers educational programs and print and online resources to 
spouses, partners, and families of judges. Learn the principles behind their 
network and discover how you might benefit from and help initiate similar 
support in your state.
All judicial family members are welcome to attend.

PLENARY SESSION
1:30pm – 2:55pm
TOPIC: Unfair Fines, Fees, Costs, and Bail
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
PRESENTERS: Maureen O’Connor, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio; Yvette 
McGee Brown, Justice (ret.), Supreme Court of Ohio; Laurie Dudgeon, Kentucky State 
Court Administrator; Judge Kevin Burke, Hennepin County District Court, Minnesota
The lives of many poor, nonviolent offenders have been upended and their 
futures jeopardized by arbitrarily imposed and unaffordable court fines, fees, 
costs, and bail. What can or should the courts do to address the problem of 
excessive fines, fees, costs, and bail?

EDUCATIONAL PLENARY SESSION
3:15pm – 4:40pm
TOPIC: Law and Literature
SPEAKER/AUTHOR: Joe Starita
BOOK: “I Am a Man”: Chief Standing Bear’s Journey for Justice
In 1877 Chief Standing Bear’s Ponca Indian tribe was forcibly removed from its 
Nebraska homeland and marched to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), in what 
became the tribe’s own Trail of Tears. “I Am a Man” chronicles what happened 
when Standing Bear set off on a 600-mile walk to return the body of his only 
son to the Ponca’s traditional burial ground. Along the way, it examines the 
complex relationship between the U.S. government and the small, peaceful  
tribe and the legal consequences of land swaps and broken treaties, while 
never losing sight of the Ponca’s heartbreaking journey. 
All judicial family members are invited to attend AJA’s Inaugural Law 
and Literature session.
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REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(see schedule in your packet and attend any in which you are interested)
7:00am – 8:00am

PLENARY SESSION
8:30am – 9:45am
TOPIC: Judicial Independence
SPEAKER: Wayne McCormack, E.W. Thode Professor of Law, The University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City 
The rule of law is critical to global security. By providing predictability and 
uniform treatment of persons, it can create stable social conditions conducive 
to a peaceful, healthy society. But the rule of law and judicial independence 
are under attack from several related movements around the world today, such 
as anti-government sentiments. It is said that judges are not political, but they 
clearly are political in promoting good governance. A judge has many policy 
choices to make during the day, and it is crucial that this political role is played 
with assurance of security.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
10:00am – 11:15am
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: The Most Vulnerable Among Us: Guardianship and Elder Law Update 
SPEAKERS: Judge John Conery, 3rd Circuit Court of Appeal, Louisiana;  
Judge Patricia Banks (ret., Illinois); Graham Webb, Esq., E.D., Advocacy Centre for  
the Elderly, Toronto
Elder issues and adult-guardianship/reform efforts are taking center stage 
as federal and state governments grapple with the aging boom. This session 
offers an overview of the National Center for State Courts’ Center for Elders and 
the Courts; a discussion of preliminary findings from a study on conservator 
exploitation; a presentation on how technology and analytics can identify cases 
in which a conservator may be exploiting the protected person; a review of 

Canadian law pertaining to elder abuse; and a presentation on the collaborative 
work being carried out by state WINGS (Working Interdisciplinary Networks of 
Guardianship Stakeholders).
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Dealing with Bias from the Box: Battling the “CSI” and “Law and Order” 
Effect on Modern-Day Juries 
SPEAKERS: Judge Kevin Burke, Hennepin County District Court, Minnesota;  
Judge Cassandra Collier-Williams, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
Jurors bring their unconscious biases and often unrealistic expectations to the 
courthouse when they report for jury duty. How should courts address juror 
implicit bias and the “CSI Effect” to ensure that the trial is fair?

EDUCATION CHOICE SESSIONS
11:30am – 12:45pm
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: After the Bullets & the Verdict: Wrongful Death Lawsuits in Police-Shooting Cases 
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Judge Laura Gallagher, Cuyahoga County Probate Court, Ohio; 
Benjamin Crump, Esq.; Thomas E. Shaughnessy, Esq.
This panel discussion will address the steps to be taken after a wrongful-death 
case has been decided or settled in court. Some states require that the probate 
court determine the distribution amounts to the decedent's beneficiaries, which 
raises issues of identifying the beneficiaries and their degree of relationship 
to the decedent, and in the case of a deceased child, whether either parent has 
“abandoned” that child and is precluded from receiving a distribution. The panel 
will discuss several recent high-profile cases and the issues that were raised 
while determining distribution of the verdict or settlement.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Procedural Fairness and Pretrial Justice for Juveniles and Adults 
MODERATOR: Cherise Fanno Burdeen, Chief Executive Officer, Pretrial Justice 
Institute, Rockville, Maryland
SPEAKERS: Judge Alison Nelson Floyd, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, 
Juvenile Division, Ohio; Judge Gene Zmuda, Lucas County Common Pleas Court, Ohio; 
Judge Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court of Manitoba; Kendra Kec, Assistant Court 
Administrator, Lucas County Court, Ohio 
Pretrial decisions in criminal and juvenile justice processes have substantial 
implications for defendants, victims, justice system actors, and taxpayers. The 
absence of legal and evidence-based practices in the U.S. raises constitutional 
and practical concerns. Fortunately, jurisdictions can develop options for limiting 
the risks posed by defendants in the community and jailing those who pose 
the greatest threat. The panel will present the research, law, best practices, and 
benefits of pretrial justice reform efforts and discuss the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

AJF FUNDRAISER RECEPTION
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Great Hall of the historic Cuyahoga County Courthouse —  light hors d’oeuvres
Casual attire
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REGISTRATION
7:00am – 5:00pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(see schedule in your packet and attend any in which you are interested)
7:00am – 8:00am

PLENARY SESSION
8:30am – 9:45am
TOPIC: Judges as Champions of the Constitutional Right to Counsel 
MODERATOR: Zoë Root, Esq., Senior Policy Counsel, Justice Programs Office,  
School of Public Affairs, American University
SPEAKERS: Brian MacKenzie, Judge (ret.), 52nd District Court, Michigan; Betty 
Thomas Moore, Judge, General Sessions Civil Court, Div. 5, Memphis, Tennessee; 
Gayle Williams-Byers, Judge, South Euclid Municipal Court, Ohio
Under the Sixth Amendment, the accused in any criminal prosecution has the 
right to counsel. In 1963 the U.S. Supreme Court held in Gideon v. Wainwright 
that the accused has a right to counsel even if he or she cannot afford counsel. 
Yet there is a divide between the spirit of the Sixth Amendment and Gideon 
ruling and the reality of legal representation for the nation’s indigent accused. 
This session will focus on the role judges can play in ensuring the right to 
counsel and discuss how judges can act as champions of the right to counsel 
and inspire other judges to do the same.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSIONS
10:00am – 11:15am 
CHOICE SESSION A
TOPIC: Courts as Problem Solvers: Veterans, Mental Health, Drugs, Domestic 
Violence, and Human-Trafficking Courts 
MODERATOR: Judge Anita Laster Mays, Eighth Appellate District, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Justice Kate Doorly, Ontario Court of Justice; Judge Marilyn B. Cassidy, 
Cleveland Municipal Court, Ohio; Judge Deena Calabrese, Cuyahoga County Common 
Pleas Court, Ohio; Judge Lisa Coates, Stow Municipal Court, Ohio; Judge Michael 
Jackson, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
Traditional approaches to criminogenic behavior have in some respects resulted 
in higher community costs, over-incarceration, and higher recidivism. This can 
be attributed to minimal focus on “root cause issues.” Problem-solving courts 
have helped to stem the tide of these outcomes by focusing on direct judicial 
participation, proper assessments, resource allocation, and requirements for 
prolonged medication compliance and sobriety. In this session, the panel will 
discuss medically assisted versus traditional treatment options available today 
for problem-solving courts.
CHOICE SESSION B
TOPIC: Begin the Conversation 
MODERATOR: Judge Eugene A. Lucci, Lake County Common Pleas Court, Ohio
SPEAKERS: Mr. Al “Deacon” Jones, President, Lake County Branch NAACP; Pastor 
Mike Nwankwo, Calvary CME Church; Senior Pastor Roderick Coffee I, Union 
Community Church; Chief Anthony W. Powalie, Painesville Police Department, Ohio; 
Chief Kevin Knight, Mentor, Ohio Police Department; Judge John P. O’Donnell, Lake 
County Common Pleas Court, Ohio; Prosecutor Charles E. Coulson, Lake County 
Prosecuting Attorney, Ohio
In response to the tension and turmoil, disturbance and disorder experienced 
in various parts of the country, including Cleveland, as a result of conflicts in 
race relations and the administration of justice, “Begin the Conversation” is a 
proactive, innovative, open community forum and dialogue on race relations and 
justice designed to lead to a fruitful relationship based on trust between justice 
system partners and the community. This program started in Lake County in 
2015 and can serve as a model for other communities.

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SESSION
11:30am – 12:45pm
CHOICE SESSION A 
TOPIC: Media and Courts — Handling High-Profile Cases — Managing the Message 
from the Courtroom
MODERATOR: Prof. Tom Hodson, Judge (ret., Ohio) and General Manager, WOUB 
Center for Public Media at Ohio University
SPEAKERS: Andrew Alexander, E.W. Scripps School of Journalism Visiting 
Professional; Judge Pinkey S. Carr, Cleveland Municipal Court, Ohio; Ryan Miday, 
Director of Communications and Public Policy, Office of the Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor, Ohio
This panel will address how to handle media from a court’s perspective during a 
high-visibility trial in the age of social media and high-tech communication. The 
panel will address common problems from past high-visibility cases, suggest 
some new ways of coping with media, and address how courts can use social 
media to their own advantage during a high-visibility case.
CHOICE SESSION B 
TOPIC: Living Outside the Robe: How to Manage Life Beyond the Bench
SPEAKERS: Beverly E. Jones, Esq.; Judge Peggy Hora (ret., California) 
All judicial family members are invited to attend.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
8:00am – 10:00am

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
10:00am – Noon

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION/AJF SILENT AUCTION
6:15pm – 7:00pm 

GALA BANQUET
7:00pm – 10:00pm 
Business attire • Music provided by The No Name Band

F r i d A y ,  s e p t e m b e r  1 5
AJA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
8:00am – 10:00am 

 After hosting the Republican National Convention and 
winning the NBA and MLB American League championships, 
all in 2016, the exciting city of Cleveland welcomes the 
American Judges Association. Come and experience all the 
sights and sounds of this great city, as well as the education 
and collegiality of an AJA conference.
 You will meet colleagues from across the United States 
and Canada, share ideas with them, and attend interesting and 
informative educational sessions. The Education Committee 
has planned a fantastic program, including sessions on how 
language access in the courts can improve due process, implicit 
bias from the jury box, and wrongful-death lawsuits in police-
shooting cases. Attendees also will enjoy the ever-popular 
review of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2015–2016 term by 
Professor Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this 
brochure provides more details on the education program. You’ll 
see that AJA is offering over 13 hours of education, all designed 
to further our goal of “Making Better Judges.®”
 The scheduled social events will be outstanding also, 
including a welcome reception on Sunday evening and 
concluding with a fabulous reception and banquet on Thursday. 
 The first 100 paid registrants for the conference will 
receive a free 7", 8-gig Amazon Fire Tablet with Alexa. You 
must pay your fee by credit card or submit your form with a 
check to qualify for the tablet. If you cancel your attendance, 
the tablet will be given to the next person on the waiting list.

r e g i s t r A t i o n

 The conference registration fee is $525 US; however, 
those judges who postmark their registrations (accompanied 
by payment) no later than July 1, 2017 will pay only $495 
US. The fee for guests and spouses is $200 US, with an “early 
bird special” of $175 US for registrations postmarked by July 
1. The judge registration fee includes the welcome reception, 
Monday lunch, coffee breaks, the reception and banquet, and 
all conference materials. The spouse registration fee includes 
the welcome reception, Monday lunch, and the final reception 
and banquet. Cancellations must be submitted in writing; all 
cancellations will incur a $50 US processing fee ($25 US for 
guest/spouse fees). Children may attend by paying for the 
individual functions in which they participate — a breakdown 
of costs will be available later.

V e n d o r s

 A variety of companies will be invited to display their 
products and services in a general vendor area that will be open 
during the major days of the conference. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to see the latest technology and ideas available to 
assist judges and their courts.

h o t e l  A c c o m m o d A t i o n s

 The Renaissance Cleveland Hotel is in downtown 
Cleveland. Complete information is available on the hotel 
website — just search for Renaissance Cleveland Hotel or 
call (216) 696-5600. The hotel features luxurious rooms, a 

swimming pool in their fifth-floor atrium, fitness center, a full-
service restaurant, and lobby bar. It is connected to Tower City’s 
exclusive boutiques and restaurants and is within walking 
distance of Progressive Field and the Rock and Roll Hall  
of Fame. 
 Special room rates have been arranged for AJA. Rates are 
$159 US single/double plus tax. Reservations must be received 
by August 15, 2017. Please contact the hotel at 800-Hotels-1 to 
make reservations. You must request the group rate and identify 
that you are with AJA. You also may make reservations online 
by going to the AJA Website under “Conferences.” Please  
be sure to make your reservations as soon as possible —  
it is easier to cancel a reservation than it is to get a room  
when nothing is available. 

t r A n s p o r t A t i o n

 Cleveland is easily accessible from most major North 
American cities by most airlines. Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport is about 13 miles from the Renaissance. 
You can jump in a taxi for about $33 US, or take the Regional 
Transit Authority for only $2.50 US. Should you decide to rent 
a car, please note that AJA has secured a reduced self-parking 
rate at the Renaissance of $15 US per day.

A t t i r e

 Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs. 
The welcome reception, president’s reception, and banquet are 
more formal, with business attire appropriate.

W e A t h e r

 AJA will be in Cleveland at a great time of year. The 
average high temperature is mid-70s, and the average low 
is in the upper-50s — beautiful late summer weather!

A c t i V i t i e s / A t t r A c t i o n s

 The hotel is located on Public Square, a quick ride on the 
Regional Transit Authority directly from Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport, within walking distance of many 
downtown attractions, including Progressive Field, home of the 
MLB American League Champion Cleveland Indians (who 
will be in town all week); many great restaurants and social 
venues; the JACK Casino; and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
A short distance away you’ll find many great neighborhoods, 
dining districts, and wineries, as well as world-class museums, 
including art, natural history, botanical, auto-aviation, science, 
pro football, Mormon beginnings, and even the house from  
A Christmas Story. For the young or strong of heart, spend the 
weekend before or after the conference at nearby Cedar Point, 
“America’s Roller Coast,” featuring a world-record 71 rides, 
including 16 roller coasters. There is plenty for attendees to 
see and do while in Cleveland — we recommend you visit the 
official Cleveland website, www.thisiscleveland.com, for access 
to restaurants, events, attractions, printable maps, and more.  
As you can see, there will be a lot to do in Cleveland, in 
addition to a fantastic education program, when you come  
to AJA’s 57th Annual Conference. Sign up today!

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s


